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Theological Reflections: Apostle Paul’s Personality
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Before Paul was converted into being an apostle, he was a persecutor who was charged with the task of persecuting Christians in Israel. In this case, Paul must have been a well-built man at his thirties by the time he met the Lord on his way to Damascus. The effect of his conversion should not be depreciated if one is to recognize its impact on his newly made ministry after conversion. The apostle’s mission changed, his personality took on a new turn and he was motivated by something far different from before. 
Paul was born a Jew and, in that case, was a Roman citizen. His love and pride for Jews and Romans a large went deeper as manifested in his glorification of religion and race. The love for his people even after being an apostle of the Gentiles drove him to levels of rancorous hate, which was characterized by passion and a constant glow. In other words, he really looked forward to the salvation of his people. In most cases, his heart was in pain and was very aware of the defects of his people. In a quest to bring his nation to the love of Christ that Paul had experienced, he writes the Pauline epistles and the two Pastoral letters that aid in bringing people together to God. He writes to the Romans saying “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong” (Romans 1:11). This verse is an implication of Paul’s yearning to open their eyes to the true meaning of the gospel. 
Paul was motivated by the desire to do away with the old religion and introduce the new way of praying and worshiping the Lord. The Gentiles were the non-Jews who were considered as outcasts and no-followers of the Jewish laws. The laws, on the other hand, were considered to be the only means of being free or receiving salvation. I this case, the confusion between the old and the new perception of law and grace significantly motivated Paul’s sense of continuity and strike of balance as offered by his radical disciple, Marcion.  The apostle was profoundly aware of the ways in which the Jews took matters regarding the church and the law. After all, he was once a Christiaan persecutor of a Jewish parentage. 
Paul was a considerate and passionate apostle. He was able to show sympathetic responses to several issues faced by churches across Israel and Asia at large. Even though some of these issues did not concern him, he also went ahead and offered ways in which churches could conquer them. Christ died for everyone, weak and strong. In this case, Paul did not neglect the weak Gentiles. Instead, he always offered them encouragement of faith in serving the Lord and attaining eternal life. Regardless of the selfish and flippant attitude accorded to the Gentiles by the stronger Jews, Paul was able to stand firm and dismiss the beliefs of the Jews, him being a Jew, that drove away Gentiles from salvation. Even in his illness and suffering, his love for the salvation of the weak never left his mind. That is why he wrote the letter to the Philippians, Colossians and the church in Ephesus. To strengthen the weak in their quest of upholding the true teachings of the gospel in immoral environments. 
In a nutshell, the personality of Paul affected the way he addressed the issues in the epistles. He was a Jew and his love for the nation drove his need to set them free from bondage of the law and Judaism. Even though some of the tones that Paul uses are harsh, they are out of love for the Jews and Gentiles too. His goal was to reconcile everyone and drive them into worshiping the same God and in the same faith. 
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